
If we learned anything from the COVID-19 pandemic, 
it’s that the Church isn’t just a place – it’s who we are 
as people of God. And nowhere was this better seen 
than at this year’s Wisconsin Catholic Youth Rally 
(WCYR) on May 20, 2020. 

Originally planned to take place at Carroll University 
in Waukesha, the rally was postponed when the 
Coronavirus began to spread throughout Milwaukee 
county. But rather than cancel the event completely, 
the WCYR team decided to make the rally a cyber 
event — no easy feat when they had mere weeks to 
figure it out. 

According to Brian Magliocco, the director of WCYR, 
while it was definitely an unusual situation, they still 
managed to give attendees an experience of a lifetime.  

“Even though it was a completely different style 
of rally, it still felt like the WCYR. We didn’t sacrifice 
quality or content due to the virus,” Brian said. “This 
event gave teens the opportunity to still have an 
encounter with Christ in a new way and end the Easter 
season on a positive and challenging note.” 

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

VIRTUAL WISCONSIN CATHOLIC 
YOUTH RALLY REPLACES 
IN-PERSON EXPERIENCE

FALL IN LOVE WITH FALL IN LOVE WITH 
CHRIST IN THE CHRIST IN THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCHCATHOLIC CHURCH

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bishop Jeffrey Haines 

Episcopal Advisor
Dick Magliocco

Chairman of the Board
Dave Braun

Sarah Daszczuk
Tom Klind

Bill Lechtenberg
John Schlosser

John Zea

www.arisemke.org
262-409-4774

contact@arisemke.org

MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 378, Elm Grove, WI 53122 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 
12600 W. Burleigh Rd. Brookfield, WI 53005

ARISE MILWAUKEE STAFF
Brian Magliocco

Interim Executive Director
Barb Lee

Administrative Assistant

As we continue to navigate through these challenging times, please 
remember that the Church is here for you. What is it that you’d 

like us to pray for? We would be honored to pray for your intentions.

SUBMIT YOUR INTENTIONS ON OUR WEBSITE: 
WWW.ARISEMKE.ORG

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU?HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU?



A BLESSING IN DISGUISE 
Conference speaker and God Squad/Spark Team 

alumna, Hannah Braun, also felt the difference from 
how the rally was in the past. The God Squad/Spark 
Team plays an important role at WCYR, leading skits 
and games, assisting in the liturgy, giving personal 
testimonies, and encouraging praise and worship 
among all those in attendance.

“In many ways, it was difficult to have the 
WCYR online. It was hard not to be able to pray 
with everyone and to see how the Lord worked,” 
she reflected honestly. “However, I think that it 
was such a blessing to be able to have a rally this 
year, even if it was online. We were able to pray 
together through our Upper Room experience and 
to recognize the importance of being a witness 
of Christ’s love at home. Although we couldn’t be 
together in person, I felt the joy and peace of the 
Lord present.” 

Lauren Ciha, another conference speaker and 
God Squad/Spark Team alumna, has one word that 
describes this year’s event: quiet.

“Most years, the God Squad storms the buses, 
runs up and down the aisles, and dances to loud 
music. This year, none of that happened. It was 
much quieter,” she said. “I think that’s what the 
Lord has been doing with the COVID-19 shutdown 
— He’s bringing us back to the quiet inner rooms 
of our hearts.

FACE-TO-FACE AND UNFILTERED
While Lauren agrees that though different, the 

success of WCYR is evident. Her one take-away 
from the conference is that we cannot live in a 
virtual world.

“Life is meant to be face-to-face. We cannot 
live without people around us lifting us up, and 
we have the gift of lifting them up, too,” Lauren 
added. “All the church words like ‘salvation’ and 
‘sanctification’ happen in homework and practice 
every day conversations. God wants to meet us 
every day, face-to-face and unfiltered, right where 
we are.”   

Lora Bruce and her daughter, Hannah, have 
attended the event the past two years. This year 
they admit that while their attendance felt a little 
strange, it was still an amazing experience. 

“My favorite thing about the rallies are the talks, 
for sure. The speakers, in particular Lauren and 
Josh Blakesley, spoke in a way that challenged 
me,” Hannah shared. “I found myself reflecting on 
their ideas and challenges, and it challenged me in 
a deeper way to live my Catholic faith.”  

CALLED TO BE DIFFERENT 
For those unaware, WCYR has a writing 

component, where attendees are invited to write 
down their thoughts and feelings throughout. 
According to Hannah Bruce, it was a great way to 
learn more about the Catholic faith.

“The journal was a great way to go deeper into 
the topic and pray about what was discussed. I 
liked the idea of the Upper Room theme, because I 
felt a lot like that in my life, stuck in my house with 
a lot of uncertainty. And even though it was virtual, I 
still loved the music and time of Adoration.”

“The rally is inspiring and uplifting all around, but 
even more so this year, as we all felt so distant 
from each other throughout this pandemic,” 
she added. 
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Q:Q: What motivates you to volunteer 
    with AriseMKE?
A:A: To help others grow in their relationship with 
Jesus by serving where it’s needed.

Q:Q: How have you witnessed God at work in 
    someone’s life?
A:A: I see people seeking and longing for God and 
community. Mostly I hear people saying to me 
“this is beautiful” and being moved to tears. The 
work of God started for me in 2013 when the Holy 
Spirit poured out on me. At my first Arise the air 
was thick with incense and the Holy Spirit. After 
that, on a more regular basis, I began to hear 
words and messages of encouragement during 
Mass, Adoration and prayer. The next Arise event 
was where God moved me to mission. God used 
my “Yes” to Him to expand the work He was 

doing already and wanted me to do through 
Him. The time in volunteering feeds me through 
allowing that time to be for others and not just 
me. God is so awesome like that!

Q: Q: What do you like most about 
    AriseMKE events?
A:A: The way that everything comes together. It 
is the work of God through the planning team, 
the music ministry, the speakers, Adoration, 
confession, prayer teams and through 
fellowship that makes an AriseMKE event help 
people grow in holiness. Each of these are like a 
body – our body needs all the different parts to 
work together.

Q&A with an AriseMKE Volunteer  |  SEPTEMBER SCHUBILSKESEPTEMBER SCHUBILSKE

Brian hopes that of everything that attendees 
are able to take away from this virtual experience, 
they come away with an understanding of 
who God is. 

“I hope teens take away that even in the darkest 
or most confusing and out-of-whack moments of 
our lives, God is still there and wants us to trust Him 
even more than we did before,” he added. “While we 
might have felt like we were trapped in the Upper 

Room, the Holy Spirit showed up and empowered us 
with His grace. And now as we are sent forth from 
quarantine, we are called to be different than we 
were before.” 

This year’s Wisconsin Catholic Youth Rally 
was recorded so attendees could watch and pray 
at their own pace. Experience for yourself this 
unforgettable rally by visiting www.wicatholicyr.org. 
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In an effort to showcase the many 
generous ways Arise Milwaukee 
is supported by board members, 
benefactors, and volunteers, we are 
launching a new feature – Friends of 
Arise Milwaukee. We hope you enjoy!

Jerry and Mary Batzner were first introduced to 
Arise Milwaukee by attending the Arise Saturday 
Night event at their home parish, Holy Apostles in 
New Berlin. In Mary’s own words, “I was awestruck! 
We have never felt closer to Christ than at this and 
subsequent events.”

At her first Arise Saturday Night, everywhere 
Mary looked she saw joy, tears, and praise on the 
faces. She witnessed a countless number of people 
receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation. She saw 
lives being touched and transformed by the real 
presence of Christ in Eucharistic Adoration.

 After attending their first event, they went home 
and immediately offered financial support, and have 
been generous benefactors ever since that evening.

Jerry and Mary say they are grateful for the way 
Arise Milwaukee fosters kinship within parishes, 
helping members of each community live their faith 
in an additional way, especially among the youth. 
Mary shares, “The way Arise Milwaukee is taking 
care of our youth and keeping the Lord’s spirit alive 
among the next generations by providing them with 
additional ways to draw closer to Christ is truly a 
wonderful endeavor.”

Jerry and Mary share that they strive to live 
their lives with J.O.Y. – Jesus, Others, Yourself 
– and Arise Milwaukee does exactly that. “We 
have been tremendously blessed by the pure 
joy of seeing how our financial support helps 
others have a closer relationship with Christ. We 
are so grateful for the work and mission of Arise 
Milwaukee, and we don’t ever hesitate to offer 
our support.”

FRIENDS OF ARISE MILWAUKEE

JERRY AND MARY BATZNERJERRY AND MARY BATZNER

NIGHT AT THE BARNNIGHT AT THE BARN
Saturday, September 12, 2020

This is in place of our Annual Gala.

You are cordially invited to Arise Milwaukee’s

Zea Family BarnZea Family Barn 
36310 S Beach Road, Oconomowoc, WI

$40 per person$40 per person 
Register by Aug. 31st at www.arisemke.org/gala 

Each person/couple is asked to bring 
a 6-pack of beer or bottle of wine to share.

Questions can be sent to gala@arisemilwaukee.org
Business casual attire for indoor & outdoor. 

Masks are encouraged.

5:30pm  Mass5:30pm  Mass 
6:15pm  Pig Roast, Heavy Apps 6:15pm  Pig Roast, Heavy Apps 
       & Silent Auction       & Silent Auction 
8:00pm  Speaker8:00pm  Speaker

GO TO ARISEMKE.ORGARISEMKE.ORG TO BECOME A FRIEND OF ARISE!
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priesthood or religious life is filled with lots of joy 
but also many challenges. If you have a child who 
is feeling they might be called to serve God as 
priest or religious, Julie’s advice is to “praise God 
and then trust God! The discernment journey and 
time in seminary can open hearts to a deepening 
relationship with Jesus and a greater fidelity to His 
Church! In the end, you can trust the discernment 
journey and the process. Do not be afraid. God is in 
control and He knows who He is calling.”

“There were no distractions in 
the Ordination Rite; it was a 
profound experience of prayer. 
We literally could feel the power 
of the prayers of all those live 
streaming Ordination Mass
with us.”
-  J U L I E  M A L U C H A
  M o t h e r  o f  D c n .  M i c h a e l  M a l u c h a

MALUCHA (PICTURED BELOW), LAWINGER AND 
SCHUMAKER WERE ORDAINED DEACONS BY 
BISHOP JEFFREY R. HAINES (CENTER).

READ JULIE MALUCHA’S FULL INTERVIEW 
ON WWW.ARISEMKE.ORG

On April 25th, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
welcomed three new deacons: Michael Lawinger, 
Michael Malucha and Timothy Schumaker. As a way 
to unite in a very intentional prayer for our priests 
and seminarians, Arise Milwaukee created a Novena 
prayer for the Diaconate Ordination. More than 125 
people subscribed to receive the Novena prayers for 
the Diaconate Ordination and prayed specifically for 
these men April 16-24.

Due to the pandemic, the Diaconate Ordination 
guest list was limited to the seminarians’ 
families and those who orchestrate the 
Mass, but it was live streamed for the public 
to attend.

“There were so many emotions swirling about 
us as we surrendered to God’s plan for Michael’s 
Ordination which was not the Ordination ‘we’ had 
planned or envisioned,” said Julie Malucha, mother 
of Deacon Michael Malucha. “As we walked from 
the parking lot to the Chapel, Michael’s total trust, 

confident peace, and abundant love for the Lord set 
the tone as we anticipated his Ordination.”

Julie noted the intimacy of sharing the Ordination 
experience with just the Lawinger and Schumaker 
families reflected the nature of the Lord’s call to 
Holy Orders as an invitation to live simply for Him 
and love Him more intimately each day.

“When we received the AriseMKE email to pray 
the Novena for the three men being ordained, I was 
overwhelmed at God’s goodness and your perfect 
timing!” Julie was looking for a way to pray in the 
days leading up to the Ordination and this Novena 
made it possible to share that prayer with family 
and friends. “It was also beautiful to be united with 
the Lawinger and Schumaker families in making 
the same prayer for all three of our sons. And it 
was an overwhelming reminder that the gift of our 
sons’ call to Holy Orders was not just a gift to our 
families, but to the entire Church.”

The process of discerning a vocation to the 
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WITH DIACONATE ORDINATION NOVENAWITH DIACONATE ORDINATION NOVENA

By Karri Spataro  |  Photos by St. Francis de Sales Seminary

Having been privileged to be involved with 
Arise Milwaukee since the first summers 
of Cor Jesu at St. Robert’s, the intentional 
prayer organized by AriseMKE for myself 
and my two classmates before our 
ordination to the transitional diaconate 
meant so much. While I continue to be 
grateful for that Novena, I would be remiss 
if I did not acknowledge the prayerful 
generosity of the AriseMKE community 
throughout my many years of priestly 
formation. To be ordained in these times 
was a testament not just to the beautiful 
providence of our loving God, but also a sign 
of hope that I know would not have been 
brought about were it not for the prayers 
and sacrifices of so many in our local 
Church. As a deacon, I am certainly looking 
forward to being – finally – in the vineyard, 
as I am humbled to be celebrating in 
these months my first baptisms, funerals, 
and marriages. As my class continues 
our journey onto the altar of God, please 
know of my gratitude and prayers of 
thanksgiving for the fruit that AriseMKE 
is bearing in our Church. God bless you. 
            - Deacon Michael Malucha
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